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verfes) we vfe none other order but a foote of two
fillables, wherof the nrft is depreffed or made Ihort,
and the fecond is eleuate or made long: and that found
or fcanning cpntinueth throughout the verfe. We
have vfed in times pad other kindes of Meeters: as for
example this following:

No wight in this world, that wealth can attayne^

\ I M / \ / \ \ /
Vnleffe he beleue, that all is but vayne.
Alfo our father Chaucer hath vfed the fame libertie in
feete and meafures that the Latinills do vfe: and who
fo euer do perufe and well confiderhis workes, he mall
finde that although his lines are not alwayes of one felfe
fame number of Syllables, yet beyng redde by one that
hath vnderflanding, the longeft verfe and that which
hath moll Syllables in it, will fall (to the eare) corref-
pondent vnto that whiche hath fewell fillables in it:
and like wife that whiche hath in it fewell fyllables,
malbe found e yet to confift of woordes that haue fuche
naturall founde, as may feeme equall in length to a
verfe which hath many moe fillables of lighter
accentes. And furely I can lament that wee are fallen
into fuche a playne and fimple manner of wryting,
that there is none other foote vfed but one: wherby
our Poemes may iullly be called Rithmes, and cannot
by any right challenge the name of a Verfe. But fmce
it is fo, let vs take the forde as we fmde it, and lette
me fet downe vnto you fuche rules and precepts th&t
euen in this playne foote of two fyllables you wrefte
no woorde from his natural and vfuall founde, I do not
meane hereby that you may vfe none other wordes but
of twoo fillables, for therein you may vfe difcretion
according to occafion of matter: but my meaning is,
that all the wordes in your verfe be fo placed as the
f.rfl tillable may found Ihort or be depreiTed, the fecond
long or eleuate, the third fhorte, the fourth long, the
fifth fhorte, etc. For example of my meaning in this